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1 Zach-riah, 3% 
I Hear now, O Jo/-xa, tue High Prieſt, thou and 
thy Fellows, that lit before te Loud : they 
, are Men wondred at. | 


S537; Elovrd, in this Chayter,the holp 


© Wai Liopbert, biings in under the 
FN  Dypc of F*thuu thr bigh Paickt 

WW te, £9 Gods dcating w:thhis whurch 
fy br - andprovlic in ail cf ges ; they 


— 7.7 
ar vy wick-d and ungcaly mn; the Lo: alſo 
in the foz:co:ng verits of {his Chaptir, gives 
this exho2tation to-Tothua to put off tht filthy 
Garments, wherewith he ſtgod clothed bricys 

| the Zo2d : the rep:o:c<vf wried mcn is 91 
[| filthy Garments, ut the vngodiy.man pu 
| | ofthis garment; 'by his holy and.Lumbl- care 


| age: both in the pelcric of Gowns his peos- 
1 ple, and'ſo hc b:comes cloathed hiti; the Write 
f Robe of Chriits Righreoutnels, as Ir w:re with a 
| garm-nt, whereby he hath acceſs with boltneſs 
4 to th? thzons of 'G2acc, and'can boldly ftand. 
befo?e God, ' and cwn- God, as his Faitifull 
| Czeatoz : and though a TUr2lDd of vckid ment 
| wonder at him;ccaule he fears Gop and walks 
| tn His way, vet Ee nes not be diſcouroger,the 
| Lo2dovns him,” and the Logd will ewn im, 
J| and all thoſe that fcar him , and walk befoze 
| kim in the arcat day of account, When he nmckes 
F up hs Icwels, Mal, 3.17, 


1ut it is is Bclov:ds Gods deareſt, Sgints' 
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. are the wozlds wander : the moze religious any 


ſoul is, the moze the wozld wonders at it : and 
that J may diſcover unto you the truth of this, 
I ſhall firſt of all ſhew pou what it is wicked 


þ men wonder at, And 21y, I ſhall hold fo2th | 


unto you the p:actice of wicked men, And 31y, 
FJ (ball laboar fo ſhew you the reaſon of wicked 
mens wonder, And 41y, J ſhall apply this 
truth : firſt,in reference to the wozld and wick- 
ed men, and thereby ſhall not only ſhew you 
their wonder, but Gods people wonder at them 
and wicked men wonder at one another : and 
ſecondly, J ſhall hold fo2th a wo2d oz two to 


them that are really Godly : afid then in the- 


laft place, conclude all in a wozd of Crhszta- 
tion, which will be all I ſhall infiff upon at 


this time. 
And fir of all in the generall, wicked men 
wonder at religion.and at holineſs:wicked men 


_ wonder not at the notion of the things of God, = 
Tr. z. 16. wicked men p2ofols in wo2ds they, 


know God, buf in wozks they deny God : they 
do not ſo much wonder at the. p2ofeſſion of 
Gods people, but they wonder at their holineſs, 
Wicked men lometimes make an outward 
p2ofefſion vf Chaift being rome 1n the fleſh, in 
their wo2ds # outward erpzeſſions, but in their 
inward wozks andactings, they do deny Chriſt 
come in the fleth, x John 4.1,2. Beloved, believe 
not evely ſpirit, bur try rhe ſpirit, wherher they ate 


of God, becauſe many falfe Prophers are gone our ; 


into the wo: 1d. ,Hereby knowwe the ſpirir of God, 


\ 


\ him into the ſame ercefſe of wickedneſſe ; this 


Wicked Mens Wonder. 
in the fleſh, is of God : andevery ſpirit that con- 
fcfſerh nor rhar Ieſus Chriſt is come 1n the fleſh, 1s 
not of God :. amd wicked men p;ofeſs that {Fe- 
ſus Chaiff is come im the fleſh; in outwarder- 
pzeſfion, but in wozks they deny him, and ſo 
they become fwliſh , Saying in their hearrs rhere 
is no God, Pal, 14, I, and thus pou may pcr- 


LF ceive the folly, and madneſſe of wicked men, 


in that they deny hslineſle , and ſcoffe and jer 
at Gods wayes, wherein his people ſerve him : 
they do not wonder that men p2ofeſs God fo 
much, as they wonder that men ſhould ſerve 
God ſo exactly, acco2ding to the wozdof God : 
and that men ſhould take ſo much pains in the 
ſervice of God as thep do : they wonder that 
men ſhould give themlelves to ſuch ftric duties, 
as reading, p2aper, and meditation in their fa- 
milies, conferring one with another,and ſhould 
take ſo much pains in the publique aſſemblies, 
to hear the wozd p2eached, and go fo often to 
daves cxereiſe as they do, Zhe wicked man 
thinks if ſtrange that.he cannot have his godjP 
neighbour overtaken in his baits, to run with 


is the wicked mans wonder, tyat men p2zofeſs 
Religion as te ho, that men deslare {o much 
ko2 God, and ſerve Cod on t5at faſhion : a 
wicked man will (ſerve God a little on the 
1. 03ds Þav, and ;:m{C(zlf all the week after, and 
thn te 4.0205 day ts come, he will not give 
the whole diy ts the Lod, he Tt have the areat- 
LX par* fo Himſzif, and that day his heart 1s (o 
ſet upon w3212lv potty that his whole defire 
runs aftcr it, A 3 ut 
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— But Beloved, conſider J beſecch you, what 
will if p2oft a man to gain h2 whole wazl: if 
he thereby bung His poo} ſoul in danger - our 
Dwioar Chiiff lveaking to the ſame parpoſe, 
Ma. 8. 36. Foz Caith h*, Wrar ſh:ll ir-profic a 
man if he gain che wao'e worid and looſe his own 
ſoul > Beloved, conidcr J beſecch you, 'it is 
1032:h your p2in3, vou cannat do to mich in 
the wzthip of Gad ; foz when you have-done 
ail you canto, yo are but unp29 itable ſer- 
vants: fo2 all reu can do in tze wo:ſhip and 
ſciv.c: of ©od, i littls en2ugh fo2 you to do, 
if yoa would but ſeriouly» conſider 1f, J pzay 
vol lay it to heart : what do you think w'll be 
te cmd of thole,that nzver inall their life time 
fake eare fs ſcro2 GodÞ- thoſe that are com- , 
mon great ſinncrs, as Dyinkards, Dwcarers, 
Davbath-b2cagers, and ſuch as tte continually 
lali'nx themſelves alep in their finns, «- Per. 
4+ 17.18. For the time is come that judge- 
ment miſt beg'n atthe houſe of God, and if ir 
firſt begin at us ? what ſhall the end be of them 
that obey not the Goſpel of God? and if the 
righteo::s ſcarcely be ſaved where ſhall the un- 
Souly and (inver appear ? 

'D-cendly, wicked men wonder at the power 
of godlincſs ; wicked men have a fo2m of cod- 
tins, but deny the power of covlinche, 2 
Tim.3. 5, Having a form of godiicets, but GcLyng 
the power thercof, fiom {uch ruin away ! LoOme men 
th-re arc in the wo2ld that have a zeal fo2 God, 
but it 18 ast accoding £6 ſound knoW'idgr, like 
tc I:ws we read of, Ron.10.2. <3 
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Wicked Mens Wonder. 
And as witked men wonder at the volver of 
codlincſs, and at the pace of godblinc(s : ſo 
they wond:r arc the inw.ird notions of the things 
of God : and irff, ty-y wonder to hear a man 
ſa- the Lo2d is with tyem, v2 their heart is lif- 
fed a2 in the wo2ſhip and (crviceof God ; and 
they have r:frcſhmenc, and are nouriſhed by 
hearing of the Wozd ot Gos, But (ouls conſt- 
ver, d9 not d*c2tve your [2ives, pou that won- 
dr ths at Relig:on : a gracious Doal finds 
1:3 Ch comfo.t in tye waycs of God : a gract- - 


' 045 heart 1pcaks this, Pal. 54. 10. For a day in 


tly Courr, 1s cercer then a rhoutand ;' I had rather 
be 2 door keerer in the Houſe of my God, rFen ro 
dwe'! inthe rcn-s of « ickednel*. DAtth a gracious 
hear: all the wpes of God arc wayes of wiſ- 
dam: and all tys wayes of wiſdome, are ways 
of plcaianineſs, 

D*condly, wicked men wond?r to ſee men 
a:raid of the power of God, its no- wonder to 
ſz one man afraid of ag>ther man: it is no 
wonder to ſe a peo man afraid of a arcat mans 
anger : but it is a wonder to wicked men to ſee 
a gracious ſoul :fraid of Tobs power and an- 
ger againft him fo2 fin : it may be that wick- 
ed men Will not ſin ſo openly befoge the wo2ld, 
as to comm't ſin, that is bp the Law:s of the 
Nation to be puniſhed (in the pzeſence of Au- 


 thozity that is to puniſh fin) though it map be 


they will vo if in pz1vate, o2 tn the preſence of 
t5ewr wicked comvantons : whereas the lincere 
h:art cries out with good Ioſeph : How ſhall I do 
this great wickednefle and fin 2gainit God ? Gen. 
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29.9. D conſider ſouls, if ever you come to a 
holy knowledge of the pzecious good of our 
ſouls, pou will come fo know that what ever 
you do in ſecret eannot be hid from the All-ſ&@- 
ing eys of God, P:al.94. ver. 4. The Loid planr- 
ed rhe ear,ſhall he nor hear ? he thar formed the eve, 
ſhall he nor ſee 2 Beloved, God hath both made 
veur ears and pour eyes, and therefoze he doth 
both hear vou, and \& you, when man ſ&@s you 
not,Conſider God ſees you and takes notice of 
vou, P20v21,:r3, verſe, The hearing ear, and rhe 
ſeeing eye, the Lord hath made rhem borh ; ſo like- 
wiſe itt 1 Per. 3. ver. 12. For the eyes of ths Lord 
are over the rigateous, and his cars are open to their 
prayers,bur rhe face of rhe Lord-is againit rhem rhat 
do evil, Now confider all you that fe2get God, 
pou can do nothing lo ſecreetly but God ſees 
you : God [&s both the juſt and the unjuſt,and 
will reward them accozding to their wozks and 
their doings : all things are op2n and plain be- 
foe th: Lo2d, there is nothing hid from him, 
the Lo2d (es vou, + knows vour very thoughts 
Pſal. 94, ver. 11+ The Lord know-rh rhe rhoughrs 
of man, rhar they are vaniry. ZThe Lo2d hath an 
eye whereby he diſcerns all things that vou do, 
Zhirdlv,wicked men wonder at the Child of 
Sod, p2eſſing uvon others to ſerve God, and 
fo turn from their ffns, this thov count arca; 
baſtneſs like to thoſe wicked perion3 wo rad 
of, Acts 17. that made a tumult wh-n tho * {3532 
men believe the Goſpel, Atts : 7.4546. wick'a 
men are moved with cnvp, when ther two the 
p:ople of God ſeek to d2aw away mon from {tn 
and 


Wicked Mens Wonder. 
and ſo count that what they do are unlawfull 
cuſfoms, Acts 16. 20. But beloved, conſider Y 
deſtre you in the name of the great God of hea- 
ven, and take hed of pour ſelves, conſider whaf 
you have to do fo2 the god of your pwz ſouls, 
Fourthly, Wicked men wonder at the child 
of Gods Yeavenly converſation, wicked men 
deſpiſe tye child of Gods 3eal fo2 God, eben as 
Michaell the Daughter of Saul deſpiſed David 
for his zcal-befo2e the L02d, 2 Sam. 6. verſe 30. 
foz which ſhe was childleſs, verſe the laſt : now 
conſider all you that deſpiſe Gods people foz 
their zeal, left God ſmite pou with his judge- 
ments, am pou periſh in his anger, Pſal.2. ver. 
12. Kiſs the Sn leatt he be angty, and ye periſh in 
' the way, when his wrarh is kindled bur a little. Be- 
loved, it is that that wicked men are incident 
unto,to wonder at Gods people,and they Bo noſ 
only wonder at them, but they rail at them, 
Fifthly, The p2aciſe of wicked men 1s to 
rail at them that are really godly and fo revile 
them and ſay all manner of evill again 
them : therefo2e our Saviour Jeſus Chyift, in 
Mar. 5. rr. verſe, pzonounceth them blefled ; 
n3n there are divers wicked men that wonder 
at Gods people of divers qualities, and ſo they 
wartic*, am act divers wayes in wond2ing at 
Gods people, Firft. There 1s the openly p20- 
vhIn? pcrſon, he rails at you that traely fear 
C507,40d {\cof3 and fers Religion, Decondly, 
There ts the civil wozldly” Tile man, add he 
wanders much at the Child of Gods Peavenly 
converiation, and godly tife, hc is on that _ 
in 
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hions himſelf like to the wozld, and when Re- 
lixton 15 ig fahian, h: will be religious, Md 


+ When religion ts in perſecution, he will perſe- 


P 


Cat: ic to; aniſa che child of God becomes a 
waad:r to all, ÞPſal, x4. 6. You have ſhamed the 
coaaiels of the p3o:, becauſe the Lord is his refuge. 
Wh: wazldly wiſe m2n,thev count all the ways 
of Zodlinzſs, fo be foilthaeſs, whereas the A- 
poTle ſaith pliinly in th; 1<09. r. 25, Itc 
world by wiſd>me knew not God : Belovcs, 17 i; 
at th: wozlds wiſdom? that will red#@::1 124 
from hell, oz bzing you into h2aven, x C5:, :. 
26, ver, Far YI1 lee your calling brerh-en, 4 
no- miny w.fe men are called, &:. W1Þeio9cy,c 335 
Fer of it, you that aro vo2loly w.ce men, an?» 
P21 that are fozmal p2ofe(22s, oatfide Chyiſtts 
ans; voi that count all velow von wicked and 
P253han?, am all that are avov? fkcic and pre- 
Ciſe : pou are a3 ill en:zmics to Ch:1ſt, as the 
Opzrlly p2aphane perſon is : foz hs that is open- 
ly p2zophan?, is oyenly known and diſcerned, 
whereas you cover vour ſelves with the fig- 
leav2s of outward P2ofeſſion, whereas your 
hearts are maſt wicked and vile : although you 
arenat comman \w:arers no2 Dzunkarvs, noz 
luch as are accounted Davvath-beakers, but 
you are wo2ldly wiſe men, vou are (uch as in- 
de have a (om of g3dlineſs, bat you have not 
the true power, and frue p2acics of gadlinelle : 
w)y, if this be your condition, you are ot of 
thz way,you are the greafet en2mies to Chuft, 
fo2 you mak? an Jdoll of your owa way, and 
ſet ny that in vour heart, and think cvill of = 
3c 


Wicked Me:1s Wonder. 
the ways of godlinels, w3rn as there is within 
pou a rot of bitterneſs, an» an h:art tyat bears 
cth call and wozmwod, Dcur. 25. r8. 19. 

And naw Beloved, having ſhewed you how 
th: people of Gcd are the wozlds wonder, and 
w c>krd mins wonder, and how wicked min re- 
bile them, and tak? occaſion ts ſcoif an: fer 
tham : IJ ſhall now in the third place ſhew the 
occexitens why it ts that Gods people are the 
wozds wander, 

End Firxft of all, God hath fo? ſecret ends 
o2dered t:,that Gods own people are the wozlds 
wonder : it is ſo by Gods appointment, Ila. 8. 
8, Behold J and the chilvzen whom the Lo2d 
hath'given me, are fo2 ſienes and wonders in 
Iſrael,from the Lo2d of Poſts thatdwelleth in 
mount Zion, It ts the lot of Gods people to 
be fo2 ſignes and wonders ; God in his tceret 
w:\dom hath \s appointed it, thercfoze be con- 
tented wth it all you that fear Ood, it was to 
od in time, and if is ſo in our time, wemap 
- if by cxpericnce God people arewondzed 
a 


D:convdly, wozlvly wiſe men that are blind 
in their fſudgements : they are as men blind- 
folded, they do not ſe noz diſcern the wayes of 
G9d, and his people, x Cor. 2.14. there is a Ra- 
tural bligadneſs in natural men,that makes the 
t;ings of God dubious unto them, they cannof 
underſtand th:m, and ſs thep become foliſhneſs 
unto them, and they cſfem them not, Belo- 
ved, conſider it, this is the condition of natural 
men and \yozlvly minded min $ Peaven is leff 
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G ODS People 
in their thoughts, and they lak very little after 
Peaven ; but lct a man diſcourſe with them, 
and this fo2 the moſt part they will reply, char 
they hope they ſhall be ſaved as well as the beſt,thar 
make much ado, and they know God is metcifull, 
and rhey reſt themſelves upon the Lords mercy ; 
but the whole courſe of their deſires is after 
the wozld, and wozldly p2ofit;all their affections 
are upon things below, but the wozd and the 
meſſage of God by his ſpirit in the mouths of 
his Pinifters, thep count parables, Ezek. 20, 
Ver. 49, Maik I2. ver. 24. wicked men as naturall 
bruit beaſts, ſpeaking evil of the things rhey under- 
{tand nor, 2 Per. 2. v. 12. Weloved the men of 
the wozld they never underſtand, no2 ſ&k after 
God :.D conſtder this all pou that fo2get God, 
Pfal.50, 22, Confider this all you rhar ſpeak proud 
words againſt rhe Lord, Mal. 2.13. You whoſe 
words have been ſtour againſt rhe L»d, Conſider 
this all you that are naturally blinded in your 
ſins ; if you did but know the danger you were 
in, you Would not do as you do, BY 
- Thirdly, Where is a pzincipal of Jrreligion 
m wicked men ; rather then thep will condemn 
themlelves.. they will condemn all the wares 
of Gods people ; nay, rather then they will 
condemn their o.vn fins, they condcnine the 
ways of holincſs ; nav. rat ;cr then the!» would 
tolake their fins, and b;comeo now creatures, 
fhep will rather ſeck to per{w ide others to itn 
with them, there ts {o few in the w32:1> ta! 
are really godly, that they may vell bccome a 

wonder, thoazh mans pofcls Chiilt, *:* ther? 

arc 


Wicked Mens Wonder. 
ure but a few. that truely rcſf, and acquicſs 
themſelves in Chziſt. Beloved, there are ma- 
ny nicn in the wo2ld that are Religious, but 
there are but few in the wo2ld that are truely 
andreally religious : My. ate called bur few-aze 
choſen ; rhe whole world lyeth. in wickedneſs, x 
John 5.19. Whole Nations lie in wickedneſle, 
whole Countries, Cities, and Towns lie in 
w:ckedneſſe, WBeloved, wickedneſs: is the fa- 
lHion of the wo2ld, and he that is moſt wicked, 
is molt in faſhion ; a man that hath his cloaths 
out of faſhion, its a man that is ſo:e looked at, 
and wondzed at : WBeloved,..he that is. a true 
Saint of God, is like a man out of faſhion with 
his cloaths, he isa man ſoze looked at, and 
wandzed at : godly men they are but few, and 
as we may laxy,they arc thin \ſow:d;they are but 
hbere.one, and there another, one in a City, and 
two'in Tribe, it may be a man can ſcarſfly find 
one ina City, in {ome places in the wo2ld: the 
I. 02d was cver ſo merciful, that if there had bin 
but tcn riohteovs priſons fourid in Sodame,: the 
L 92d would have ſparcd *odom: fo? their ſakes, 
but there was nct tin to be found in the whole 
_Citx, that vere. righteous perlons: we ds xo! 
read of any but Loc and His family, Gen. x: *. 
ver. 22. And rhat 1cty- moment that Sodome vis 
deftroved, Lot entred inro Zoar, agd rhar City was 
ſaved for Lors ſake, Gen.19.21,22,23. welover, 
if it be ſo that godly perſons are ib few to bc 
found, as inderd it hath been {ſo fozmerly, awn 
J p2ap God - fo2 his mercies ſake, it be no! fo 
amonglt ts at this pzeſent day, Tet. 5. ver- 
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Run ye too ard fro rhoughour the itreers of Ieruſa- 
lem, and know, and ieck m the bioad places of rhe 
Cry, and ſee if you can find a man, if there be ary 
thar execurerh judgement,-.nd char teck:rh rhe tiurh, 
and I will*pardon it : 9nd thus ; ou may ſee the 

that are rcally the pcople of God, they are bu 

few in number, godly men are vsri- few, and 
they have many ETnemics, atfronting them, 
wicked men they are a great n'mocrs, and 
ffand tiffly in oppoſition anainit them, and 
when they have nothing clſe to ſay,thry can afs 
front the people of Gov, with their hol; carris 
age towards God, what they ſar, do you think 
that none muſt no to Yeaven, bat pou » Le 
make not ſuch a do, and yet w2 hope to be ſ#- 
bed as well as you : what ſay they, ſhall nz 
one be ſav?d, buf ſuch as vou {ſhall no one-n'- 
ber come to Beaven but ſuch as make ſo muc! 

a do of p;aving and p2esching, as roudo, as 1 

we w2re readyto die every moment? ſoul w;;zo- 
ever thou art that thus reaſons again God and 
his people, thou if cocr th: Lodd opins thy eyes, 


will repent of thy folly,and at th: hoir of death ' 


when thou knoweſt that thou mulk dte, and can 
Itve-no longacr, thou Lrouldſt give all the trea- 
ſure in the wo:ld, if it were in thy power to 
be inſach a comitton as the pereſflt (oul is in 
the wozld, that hath feared Cod truly, pra thou 
woulvcft :viſh then that thou hadff lived as ſuch 
a one hath done, when ton fo2merly Hath dc- 
{piſed, mecked, and feered. thou could be will- 
ing n*w to chance condition with him, 
Fourthly, Gods Peo2ie are wah the- 
, J2198 
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Wicked Mens Wonder. 


* wo:1ds wonder, beeaule there are many orcat 


mcy, that are wicked men, many great men 
Are iconverers, there are many great men, and 


- but few great men that a:L good men, creat 


mcn ar: cither pzoud, oz pzeſumptuous, fo2 the 


' molt part, 3cr, 54 5, 1 will go unto the great men 
- ard ipe:k umo them, for rl ey have -known the Way 


of rhe Lord, :nd rhe judgements of their God, bur 
theſe have alrogerher bioken the Yok, and buſt 
rhe bands : Great men are great enemies to 
God 8nd his pcople. =ut belovet ccnſider, if 
it bc ſo as you &ance to [ee a great mon to be- 
ceme a good man,that.indecd is a mighty fo:ces 
ing argument to cncourage people in the ways 
of God, and a mighty help to Religion, and 


' thus you ſce godly perſons are men woudzed 


at : fo2 theſe cnds, Firſt, God hath ozdered tt x 
Sccondly, Wiozidh- wiſe men are blinded in 
their judgements +; Thirdly, ZT;ere 1s a prin 
cipal of irrcligion in meſt min, anv Fourthly, 
Few areat min are good mcn, 

And now UBcloved to apply this truth to our 


\ ſcives, conſider, that hc that the wozld moſt 


wonders at, and effems thc icaſt, and counts 
tte moſt unhappicſt, ifs moſt certain that that 
men is the mcff happictt of all other ; Soul if 
theu be never ſo weak, noz never ſo low, noz 
nevcr ſo baſe in the wozlds account, if thou have 
but grace truely ſcaſoned with holineſs, thy 
condition is havpp : frue picty will bzing thee 
f: om thy low contition,ts enfop tappincls with 
poo? L:zaus in Yeaven : whereas Pele. om. 
Preſumption may bing thre comment in Hil?) 
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| _  GORS Poople 
with rich Dives, Ah ſaith one, J am but a poo? 
man, but if J wero as rich as ſucha man, JI 
would deſire no mo2e in the wozld but to be in 
as cxood an cſfate as ſ\nch a man : this is almoſt 
the reply of moſt men of the wozld : but ſoul 
conſider, doft thou want nothing elſe, J am 


ſure if thou be but a/carnal man,thou wanteſt p 


chiefeft mercy, and thou never deftres it : chat 
is to have thy {oul enriched with grace and true 
holineſs : many a man Will deſire and with he 
were as well to live as (uch a neighbo2 but few 
defire fo be in ſuch an effate;as a poo? ſoul that 
really fears God:many defire if they could to bc 
im a cood cffate here, many could well be con- 


tent to be in Dves effate fo2 outward p2efer- - 


ment here,but few deſire to be in Laza:u: pover- 
ty : many could deſire to have D.1cs riches in 
the wold, and Lazarus Yeaven,dut the will not 
be obfained:men have not the wo2ld in ſach ac- 
ceptation in thetr hearts, that they never look 
after Peaven, no? the things that do belong to 
khetr peace, and welfare : but beloved, Gov 


ſes pou not as men {5 01, God ſecs your / 


hearts, and he values it, though men cry out 
after the wo2ld, pet God calls fox the heart, 
Prov. 3.8. My ſon forger no: my Law, bur ler thy 
hearr keep my commandcm: nrs ; JSeloved, if cvcr 
Pou infend to be ſaved, let not the wozld, no2 
wo2ldlpy ſubſfance be your choice, fiſt feck rhe 
kingdome of Heaven, and the righteouineſs thereof : 
and come to God in the name of Jeſus Chu; 
and get a full aſſurance in Jeſus Chaift, that 
though his merits and blood-thed you may 
come to Yeaven, 4nd 
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Wicked Mens Wonder. 7 

And now conſflder beloved, J beſech you, if 
Gods people be the woxlds wonder, who are 
they that wonder at them - and let me now 
ſpeak a wo2d to thoſe that wonder at the people 
of God, to [peak to every common ſinner ac- 
coding to his ſin, is too large fo2 this ſmall 


- volume, but in general, to the contentious per- 
| fon, the p2oud perſon, the carnal-minded man, 


the Swearer, the Lyer, and fie Haplo2 the 
Sabbath-bzeaker, the Fo:n'cats2, and Kdul- 
ferer, vhatſoever thp lin is, they that fear God, 
wonder af thee, as well as thou wonders at 
them : they wonder at you, to {& your carriage ' 
and behaviour, | _ - 
Zhey wondor at you, that are wicked men, 


' how pon dare lin againſt God that made you 2 


that pou have (o little care, and gtace in you, 
as to committ fin againſt the great God of Yea 
ven and Carth,that made you,and gave vou his 
wo2d as a rule to walk by,they wonder at you, 
how poy dare covet ſo much atter the things of 
the wo!ld, and regard your ſouls tio moze : and 


. pou that are D2unkards, how dare you give 


mo2e honour to the creature, then you do to the 
Creatoz that made yoii « and you. that are 
Swearers, and X pers, and Sabbath-bzeakers, 
and Ravlozs.,and Avultercrs,what do you think 


-will become of pou in the end? what would pou 


vo, if God ſhould with-hold his merep from 
You, and (ſhould not give you the fruits of the 
Tarth, no2 rain from Yeaven ? if Grd ſho:ty 
with-hold from you the labour of 7our hands, 
and you ſhould not enjoy food fo2 your tobirs, 

15 rcfri ſh- 


GODS People 
refreſhment, noz ra; ment to cover you with - 
it 18 God that giveth both, but you ofcad by 
= wicked walking, Pai. 145. 15, 16. veiles. 

he cyes of all rhy.gs wair upon rhee, and thou gi- 
veſt rhem mear tm due ſeaſon : rhou openeſt thy hand 
and farisfierh the defire of every living crenrure. 


God atveth 7on all his mereies, and pou little - 


confider rt, but what would you do if God 
ſhould {ay unto you, no fo pour inffs that you 
have (ſerved, as gods befoze me, amd let them 
feed you, and cloath vou - © ſouls, conſider the 
'Lo2d ſees pou, and knows pour goings,out and 
pour returnings in, The eyes of rhe Lord are 0- 
ver al!, the Lord preſerveth all rhar call upon him, 
bur the wicked will he deſtroy, Pfal. 145. 19. 


Conſider this all you that wonder at the 


ſaints of Gods holp walking befoze God : thep 
wonder at you, how pou dare murmnre acainſf 
the wap of God and againft holineſs, being the 
DOcripture ſaith, wirhour holineſs no «ye ſhall ſee 
the Lord: what do you think will become of pou 
that never reprented in all your Life time of 
your fins, and yet are common great ſinners - 
whereas the Scripture faith, 1 Cor.6.9.10. 
verſes. Know you not that the unrighteous 
ſhall not inherit the kingdome of God? be 
not deceived, neither Fornicators, nor Idola- 
ters, nor Effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves 
with mankind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor 
'Drunkards, nor Reyilers, nor Extortioners, 
ſhall inheric the Kingdome of God. And Rev. 
21, yer, 8, But the fearful, ——_— 
an 
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Wicked Mens Wonder. 
and abominable, and -Murderers, and Whore- 
moigers, and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and all 
Lyars; ſhall have their portion in che Lake that 
burneth with fire and brimſtone, which 1s the 
ſecond death + New conſider all you that won- 
der at Gods people, what ever ſin you pou lie 

under without repenfance,vou are ercluved out 
of Peaven, and muſk perilh ; there is no way to 
eſcape Yell and recover Yeaven, but by repcns 
tance, J may ſap un:o you in this cauſe, as: 
Chzift ſaid unto the Samarirans that eſcaped, Luk. 
I 3. ver- 13. Irell you nay, bur except you repent, 
you ſhall all wa A periſh. God map {ometimes 
m his judgements mect with ſingers in heir 

, fins, that ot;ers may ſee and take warning by 

 their- fal!, as ſome that have ben common 
dzunkards, have in their dzink taken ſurfeits, 
and ſo have had their bodies weakned by diſea- 
ſes,and their days ſho2tned: ſom? in their d2ink 
bave been dzowned in the water, and ſome have 
been murdered in their d2ink, as being unſen- 
ſible,and not of theis own men,2 Sam. x 3.Chap. 

*Amon being drunk, was ſlain by Abſaloms fervanr : 
and ſoms covetous perſmns, thzough their co- 
vetouſneſs have been their own murderers, x 
Sam. 25. Chap. Nabal through coverouſneſs, and 
drunkenneſ*, his very hearr dyed within him. Adts 5. 
Chap. Ananias and, Saphirah his Wife were both 
{mirten down dead ar the Apoſtles feer. Ahab would 
n0: believe the Lords meſſage by Micah, and was 
ſlain ar Ramoch Gilead. 

And now conſider a little farther, all you 
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that wonder at Gods people, wyat do vou think 
mien go hear th: UWozd of God ſo often foz - 


Doo think if is ſufficient fo2 you, if you hcar 


the TUo2d p2eached to be: taved - can pou hear 
the Wo2d and reccive it 7 anv p:attiſe wicxed- 
n:{s - wa; anſwer will ou make God at the 
laft day - wizcn *£ ſi;zall (ay nia you, at ſuch a 
Congregation thou caſt, and A there repzoved 
the: fo2 thy dzunk2nneſs,t5y [varing and thy 
Ivins but thou regard?d not my :75;d, thou de 
lpiſcs in thine heart both my Pzovyits and mp 
people - like to thois Ezck, 3 ;- 30, 31, 52. ver. 
Alfo thou Son of m.-n, the chi. dien of rhy people 
{11] are raiking, agalnk rhee by tne walls, and .n the 
doors of the houles, and ſpeak one ro anorher, every 
one ro his brorher, ſaying, come I priy you,and hear | 
w.jat is rhe word thar comerh forth ftiomrhe Lord. 
And they come unto rhee as the people comerh, and 
rhey fir þ. fore me as my people firreth, and they hear 
my words bur do nos do them 2 for with their mourhs 
tacy ſhow much love, bur their hearts goeth afcer 
coverouſneſs, &c. Beloved. this ts the condifton 
Bf mt of our wo2ldly carnal perſons : they. 

::1 ga to the C ;urch and hear tr TW92Dd, and 
it may be condemn ofhcrs by*it, but thop will 
not: lok to their o vn hcarts, thes will nof con- 
demn their ob ivickepncſs by it, they vill not 
ſce th:tr own ſin to be that that the WIozd can- 
demn3: an> this is t;at that mates God3 
people to winner af them ſo mucy, bcc wle 
the? live as if thoy never intnded to ityrc, they 
are a3 m*n both oat of the wiv and out of their 
wits, P:al. 14. r. find thus the folly and mad- 
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Wicked Mens Wonder- 
nefſe of wicked men doth appear, and pet in 
their wickeanefle, they wonder” greatly. at one 
another : wicked men are become wonders to 
themſelves, thev wonder greatly at one anos 
ther,the covetous man he wonders at the vzunk- 
ardz careleſs life, and he labours to make & 
p2ep of him, the dzunkard he wonders at the 
covetous perſon, that he bath no god fellow- 
Chip with him, ftye pzoud man, he wonders af 
the dzankard that he eloaths his back no better, 

but that h2 is [s bare in apparel, amd he won- 

ders at the co92tous Uſarer, that he doth not 

lay oat ſos of his coxrupted monies on his 

back, that h2 goes in cloaths of old faſhion,and 

pl:in cleath3z: and the Uſurer , he wonders 

both at the d2unzard and the pzoud perſon : and 
wicked m2n are not* on2ly the wonders of o- 

thers, bat alſo wand?rs to one another. Now 

J hve on? wozd mo2e, and it is to thoſe that 

are really aod[” : pou that are, 

Firft, th a wander to the wozld, anda 
wonder ts wicked men : here is vour comfozt, 
yo.1 may knw by this what centry pou are 
of : It you were of the world, rhe world would 
lo-e yu, you are no: of the world , Iohn 17. 16. 
As Chilt ts not of the wo2ld, \o are you not of 
the wozld, yon are (uc1 as Cyyift himſelf pzavs 
fo, ver, 9. I prey not for the world, bur for ſuch 
AS rhou hait given me 2 here is your comfo?t, a 
moft nobte ov:rcoming, Daints of the moſt 
high God, even the ſame glo2y that the Father 
bath givin to Chiff, even with the Came glozy 
ſhall pou be glo2ified, ver. 22, 

Secondly, . 


.G ODS People 


_ -Deoondly, Godly men Will own thee, and- 


wickedmen cannot but ſubſcribe that all things 
thardoeft are right in the light of God. 
_ >Mhirdly, The wo2k that thou doeft is the 
berp:wayzk of God, that Daints have done, any 
DS, tv the. end of the wozld : thy wozk ts the 
wazk of Angels, thon art heir of Yeaven, and 


ff there be any happineſs to be had, it is to be 


had in Peaven, -'\ ; 

Fourthly, Thoug) the wozld wander at thee 
et the: 202d wonders not at the , the Lo2d 
oves the, the Loz2d himſelf regards thee, and 
the Lowdiwill own thee in p day that he makes 
up:his jewels, Mal. ;. 17. The Lord is thy Shep- 
herd, choir ſhalt have no wanr, Plal.23.1. D moſt 
noble overcoming, the Lo2d tis your -counſel- 
lonr, Pſal. 33.11; x2. The counſel of the Lo.d 
ſtandeth for ever, the thoughrs of his heart ro all 
gehefations : bleſſed is the nation whoſe God is 
the Lord, and the people whom he hari choſen for 
his ewn inheritance. 

-Now here is thy comfo2t,thou art choſen fo; 
His own inheritance : therefoze the Lo2d lo- 
beth thee, D therefo2e moſt noble overcoming 
Dainfs and Dervants of the moſt high God, 
be erhoxted to p2aife the name of the Lo2d your 
Gov foz ever, and veclarc the wonderful w3zks 
he doth foz the childzen of men : confider your 
God-isa God that doth wonderful ings fo? 
poi; be is a wonderful Counſcelloz, © then let 
us in the name of the Lo2d A2fus Chiui?,labour 
and ffrive to be of that numver, that ars ac- 
counted the wozlds: wonder, and ief 115 ow 
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Wicked Mens Wonder. _ 
the name of the Lozd with the Pſalmiſf, Pſal. 
77. 11,12, 13,14, 15. I will remember the 
works of the Lord, ſure'y I will remember thy 
wonders of old, 1 will meditate alſo” of thy 
works, and talk of thy doings, thy way O' God 
isin thy SanRuary, who is ſo great aGod as 
our God ? thou art the God that coth wonders 
thou haſt declared thy firength among thy 
people, thou haſt with thy Arm redeemed thy 
people, the ſeed of Jacob and Toſeph. 


Now the great Cod of Yeaven and Earth, 
cive us underftanding in all things, and 
l 


us now and evermo2e in knowledge -of | 
fruth, that we may walk befo2e Lim in fear a 
the days of our appointed eime, Amen. 
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